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     CALENDAR OF EVENTS          

 
   

   SUN. SEPT. 16  Welcome Rev. Carrie Orlando! 

      Join us for a luncheon after service! 
 

   SAT. SEPT. 21  Leader Dog Benefit Concert (see inside for details!) 
 

   SUN. SEPT. 23  Sunday School Kick-off Picnic -- All are welcome!  
       

 

   OCT. 5 & 6   Rummage Sale (boxed donations on the stage!) 

     Book Sale (books donations outside the library!) 
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THE MINISTERôS MUSINGS  

Rev. Carrie Orlando  

In late 1984, my husband and I began to settle into 

our new home on Catalpa Drive in Berkely, MI.  

When we moved in, Westborn Market had not yet 

been built, Vinsetta Garage was still an auto repair 

shop, and The Donut Cutter at the corner would 

contribute to an extra few pounds on my mid-twenties 

frame.  We loved that house and the surrounding 

area.  I cried when we sold it and moved away nine 

years later with our almost two-year old daughter.  I 

knew that the little yellow house would always hold a 

special place in my heart.  

Fast forward twenty-five years later and here I am; 

Senior Minister of First Congregational Church of 

Royal Oak.  If I could have, I would have told that 

young wife and mother not to cry so hard as she 

would be back before she knew it.  Although I am 

sure, that if I told her how it would transpire, she 

would roll her eyes and look at me like I was crazy. 

Thatôs the way of life, however, isnôt it?  We think 

we have things figured out and God just smiles at us 

indulgently.  I can attest that, if we try our best to 

follow the urgings of the Spirit, life will never be 

dull.       

We have time to learn about each other, but here are 

some brief facts about myself.  I am the younger of 

two girls.  Both my parents were hard-working, blue-

collar people.  My roots come from the European 

countries of mostly Poland and Germany.  I grew up 

in Warren, MI where I met my husband, Ken, in high

-school.  We married in 1983 and have one adult 

daughter.  Ken is the eldest of eight ï all boys.  He 

works at General Motors as an Engineering Group 

Manager and plays guitar both at the Catholic Church 

where he worships and as a lead singer in a cover 

band. 

I studied at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit 

and Madonna University where I earned a degree in 

Pastoral Ministry and Business Management.  I was 

trained as a Spiritual Director at The Dominican 

Center for Religious Studies and did one unit of 

Clinical Pastoral Education at Sinai-Grace Hospital 

in Detroit.  In 2013 I was graduated from 

Ecumenical Theological Seminary in Detroit with a 

Master of Divinity degree.  I am a bit of a geek when 

it comes to school.   

I have worked most of my adult life serving the 

universal church (first in the Roman Catholic 

Church, then in the United Church of Christ, and 

now in the Congregational Church), but also have a 

bit of experience in retail management and 

accounting.  My ñhome churchò is First 

Congregational Church UCC of Rochester and I 

come to you after serving as Pastor of First 

Congregational UCC in Wyandotte.  The extravagant 

welcome of God and using Jesusô command that we 

love one another as he has loved us are the 

cornerstones of my belief.   

An Achilles heel of mine though is that I am not 

good with names.  I often joke that I have one child 

and will sometimes get her name wrong.  Sadly, the 

joke is true.  I work very hard at trying to remember 

names but will often slip up so please donôt take 

offense.  Funny thing, I will remember your story.  

Go figure.   

And speaking of names, some have already asked if I 

want to be called Rev. Carrie.  I am happy to be 

called ñCarrieò while in the confines of our faith 

community.  However, outside these doors, I have 

found the formal title is necessary as there are still 

many people who would never consider me an 

ordained minister solely because of my gender.  I 

canôt tell you how many times someone has looked 

at me and exclaimed, ñYouôre the Pastor!?  But, 

youôre a woman!ò     

I look forward to this time of ñcoming homeò and 

being a part of this faith community for as long as 

God calls us to be together.  You have already been 

in my prayers and I humbly ask that you keep me in 

yours. 

 

Godôs Blessings and Peace 

Rev. Carrie Orlando  



MENôS SOFTBALL REPORT #2 

The FCC Menôs softball team took the field Wednesday night  

against a St. Paul Church team to whom we had lost four 

straight times during the regular season. We took the field 

with just eight players, two short of normal; St. Paul brought 

13 players. We battled them to a 14-14 tie after six innings. 

We rallied for two runs in the top of the 7
th
 to take a 16-14 lead. With the tying run 

on third base, St. Paul scored on a ground ball hit through the second base 

position that we had left open in an attempt to cover home plate. Then they scored 

again to win, 17-16. Nevertheless, our valiant run in the playoffs gave us a 

satisfying end to the season.   

A MESSAGE FROM MARK 

Having appreciated a relationship with many of the people of First Congregational 

Church of Royal Oak for thirty eight years, I am especially thankful for the 

opportunity I have had to be with you as Interim Senior Minister this past year. The 

warmth and friendly nature of the congregation is only exceeded by your quest to 

be twenty first century progressive Christians. For the sake of the church and 

community, you have moved through 175 years worshiping, serving God and the 

people of God. 

As you hold on to traditions of Congregationalism and discipleship, you move 

forward to serve a faith that looks at the values of the present days with its 

diversity, caring, and service. It has been a joy to be with you in your journey and 

my journey. My hope is that there will be traditions of yesterday at First Church and 

that those traditions ever shape new forms of serving Godôs call to ñdo justice and 

to love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.ò 

I will always think of the church staff, the congregation and Royal Oak as a place 

where in I have found friendship and loving relationships. Thank you for all the 

support, good wishes and special greeting during my time with you and, in 

particular, during special days throughout the year and in September. 

Rev. Dr. Mark P. Jensen 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR 

OF FAMILY MINISTRIES 

 

Summer is in the rear-view mirror and fall 

is making its debut very soon! The kids 

are heading back to school, and we are 

about to welcome our new minister, 

Reverend Carrie Orlando, to the pulpit! 

There are actually many exciting things 

happening in the month of September, as 

we welcome fall!  

Although there are exciting things 

happening at FCCRO, we also face one 

bittersweet event: itôs time to say goodbye 

to Rev. Mark Jensen. Sunday, September 

2, is a special coffee hour to bid him 

farewell and give thanks for his near year-

long tenure here! Thank you Mark for all 

you have done to keep our church 

together these last 10 months!  

September 16 is Rev. Carrieôs first 

Sunday here, and also it is Sunday 

School registration day! We will be 

registering our children for the 2018-19 

school year! Infants and toddlers up to 

age 3 will be registered for the Nursery 

room, Children 3 to 5 will be registered in 

the Preschool Room, and this year, all 

children aged kindergarten through 8
th
 

grade will be registered for our upstairs 

Sunday School! These children will sit in 

the first part of service on Sundays, then 

meet me in the Narthex to go upstairs! 

On this particular Sunday, however, all 

children kindergarten and up will stay in 

service to hear Rev. Carrie. After service 

there will be a luncheon to welcome Rev. 

Carrie to our church!  

September 23 is our Sunday School Kick

-Off!! We will celebrate another year at 

FCCRO with games, food and a 

BOUNCE HOUSE!! Donôt forget to bring 

socks kids! All are welcome to this Kick-

Off, not just our FCCRO family! Tell your 

friends, and letôs make this a fun family 

event!! Please contact me if you have 

any questions or concerns!  

Happy Fall! 

Tina Sherban 
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5 REASONS CHILDREN BELONG IN THE MAIN SERVICE REGULARLY 
Tamera Kraft June 19, 2018, submitted by Melissa Ambrose-Eidson 

 

There are compelling reasons that children belong in the main service of your church regularly. 

I am an advocator of childrenôs church. I always have been. It is important to have childrenôs 

services that appeal to their age group for a variety of reasons. That being said, there is a movement 

in many churches today to always have children separated from adults. Although children should 

have a childrenôs church where they can learn and worship God, they also need to regularly be in 

the main service with the rest of the church body. 

 

What regularly means will vary from church to church. In the churches where I was on staff, it meant 

once a month and always in special services. Other churches, because of the complications involved, 

may elect to do it once a quarter. I donôt think it should ever be less than once a quarter. 

 

Here are five reasons I believe children should regularly be in the main service: 

1.CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE MAIN BODY FOR CONVENIENCE SAKE. 

This is one reason churches remove children. They want a professional church service where adults 

can enjoy the worship without being disrupted by noisy children. This sounds good, but the Book 

of Acts never talks about having a professional service nor does the Bible talk about meeting our own 

selfish needs during church, but it does talk about children not being pushed aside. Matthew 19:14ð

Jesus said, ñLet the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these.ò 

2. CHILDREN ARE A PART OF THE BODY OF CHRIST. 

There is nowhere in the Bible where it says children are a separate body. They are an important part 

of the church and shouldnôt always be excluded when the church meets. During the Feast of 

Tabernacles, all of Israel would come before the Lord to hear the reading of the Law so that the 

children would hear it and learn to fear the Lord. In Paulôs letters to the Ephesians, he gave 

instructions directly to the children to obey their parents. He considered them a part of the church that 

he was writing to. 

3. CHILDREN NEED GODLY EXAMPLES OF HOW TO WORSHIP. 

If children never see adults in the main service worshipping, they wonôt know how to worship or 

what is expected of them. 

4. CHILDREN NEED TO FEEL LIKE THEY ARE A PART OF THE CHURCH COMMUNITY. 

If children are always separated from the body of Christ, they will never feel like they are a part of the 

church community. And the members of the church will never get to know the children and be an 

example to them unless they work in childrenôs ministry. 

Contôd... 

https://churchleaders.com/author/Tamera
https://churchleaders.com/children/childrens-ministry-articles/305585-creating-church-culture-invites-children-worship.html
https://churchleaders.com/children/childrens-ministry-videos/147546-city-harvest-childrens-church.html
https://churchleaders.com/children/childrens-ministry-videos/273710-tips-for-teaching-kids-about-worship-beci-wakerley-from-hillsong-kids.html
https://churchleaders.com/children/childrens-ministry-articles/144808-where-should-children-worship.html
https://churchleaders.com/daily-buzz/262422-7-things-know-jewish-feasts.html
https://churchleaders.com/daily-buzz/262422-7-things-know-jewish-feasts.html
https://churchleaders.com/worship/worship-articles/270135-what-my-kids-are-teaching-me-about-worship.html
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Contôdé 5 REASONS CHILDREN BELONG IN THE MAIN SERVICE REGULARLY 

5. CHILDREN WHO DONôT FEEL LIKE A PART OF THE CHURCH COMMUNITY WILL LEAVE 

CHURCH WHEN THEYôRE OLDER. 

Imagine the culture shock of a child who has been in church all of his life but has never been in the 

main service. He has played games every Sunday, sang active songs, and had every message or 

Bible story illustrated with a skit, object lesson or interactive device. 

Suddenly the child turns 10 or 12, or in some cases, 18 years old. He has graduated to big church. 

The music is strange. There are no games, skits or illustrations, only some guy heôs never met 

preaching for a half hour or longer. He doesnôt know any of the people. And thereôs no candy. 

Get the picture? Thatôs what happens to a child who is never in the main service. Within a few 

months, maybe even a few weeks, he decides he doesnôt want to be there. If his parents make him 

stay, heôll leave as soon as he turns 18. If not, heôll leave sooner. 

Heôll look for a church that entertains him and isnôt boring. If he doesnôt find one, heôll drop out of 

church. This may be why so many young people are no longer attending church. They never were a 

part of the church. 
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Sunday October 21 at 4pm 

THEATRE ORGAN CONCERT 

by MELISSA AMBROSE-EIDSON 

Stahlõs Automotive Foundation Museum 

56516 N Bay Dr, New Baltimore, MI 48051  

$25* per person (Kids are free!) 

 

 

*Tickets fee covers rental of the venue 

and all proceeds will fund future FCCRO concerts! 

Ticket price includes a private 

tour of the car and antique 

musical instrument collections 

at the best kept secret in the 

Detroit area! 
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